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Dehradun: The extension of the Delhi-Doon expressway, a project that promises to cut the distance between Dehradun and

the national capital from 250 km to 180 km, will claim 8,588 trees that are proposed to be felled in a stretch of barely 17 km of

the highway. This is in addition to the almost 2,500 trees, including British-era Sal trees, that are proposed to be cut in a stretch

of 3.6 km of the expressway. The proposed felling of the over-a-century-old Sal trees was first reported by TOI in August last

year.  

The stretch on which the over 8,000 trees proposed to be felled are located, extends from Ganeshpur in Saharanpur district to

Dat Kali near Dehradun. It is an ecologically-rich stretch passing through Shivalik forest division of Uttar Pradesh (which is a part

of Shivalik Elephant Reserve) as well as a 10 km area comprising the eco-sensitive zone of Rajaji National Park. 

Himanshu Arora, secretary of Doon-based environmental NGO, ‘Citizens for Green Doon’, who had filed an RTI query on the

deforestation planned as part of the expressway project, expressed shock at the number of trees marked for felling. “This is

going to affect not just the green cover but also the wildlife population. The area has tigers as well as several elephants. In fact,

two tigers have recently been introduced in western Rajaji to maintain the flow of tiger population to Shivalik forest division of

Uttar Pradesh and Kaleswar wildlife sanctuary of Haryana. Why chop down forests now, making those tigers vulnerable to

poaching?” 

What is further shocking in the RTI response, says Arora, is that no Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) has been done on the

17 km-long eco-sensitive patch between Ganeshpur to Daat Kaali that will claim so many trees. “When we already have

Motichur flyover which is on the eastern side of Rajaji Tiger Reserve for entry into Dehradun and the Garhwal hills, why this

devastation is being planned on the western side of the reserve? We don’t want speed at the cost of our rich wildlife, trees and

natural environment,” he said. 
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Ravi Chopra, chairperson of the Supreme Court-appointed high-powered committee on the Char Dham all-weather road,

reacting to the issue, said, “It is well-known that destroying trees in such a large number is extremely harmful to the

environment. A few months ago, the Chief Justice of India had himself remarked that this should not happen. This was in

reference to the construction of a flyover at the cost of several trees.”

Since the expressway passes through the area connecting two protected areas which act as wildlife corridor, clearance was

required as per the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. Sources said the project was presented before the National Board for

Wildlife (NBWL) this month and it got preliminary clearance from the board.  

Incidentally, the Uttarakhand high court had last week, taken a strict stand against the felling of the British-era Sal trees on the

3.6 km stretch of the expressway and sought a response from the Centre and state government on the issue by March 18.

Meanwhile, JS Suhag, chief wildlife warden of the state forest department, when queried about the matter, said, “The elevated

road is being constructed as per the norms laid by the ministry; all the rules are being followed and all due clearances are

being taken before any work starts.”


